Memorandum of Understanding
University of Arkansas at Fort Smith
and
“Arkansas Rural Nursing Education Consortium (ARNEC)”
Article |
Introduction

This Memorandum of Understanding (“Agreement”) is entered into and by and between the
University of Arkansas at Fort Smith (UAFS) and the Arkansas Rural Education Consortium
(ARNEC) colleges. This agreement supersedes any previous Memorandum of Understanding
between UAFS and ARNEC colleges.

Article 11
General Purpose

The purpose of this Agreement and the intent of the parties are to set forth and establish
procedures for the offering of courses and degree programs by UAFS in collaboration with
ARNEC colleges.

The parties expect and anticipate that various courses will be offered by UAFS through distance
technology and/or onsite instruction, on the campuses of ARNEC colleges. The parties agree that
the following degree program will be offered by UA Fort Smith beginning in the fall 2014: the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (RN-BSN Online Program) through the College of Health
Sciences as set forth in Exhibit “A” to this Agreement. All exhibits shall be governed by the
terms, provisions, and conditions of this Agreement.

Students who satisfactorily complete all required courses offered by UAFS at ARNEC colleges
and who meet all other program requirements for graduation will earn the appropriate degree
from UAFS, which may be awarded in commencement ceremonies on the ARNEC college
campuses.

Article 111
Courses and Degree Programs

This program, as well as any other courses offered by UAFS Fort Smith at ARNEC colleges will
use the same admission and progression requirements and the same course requirements as stated
in the appropriate UAFS Catalog. Academic guidance for any degree program will be provided
as outlined in this Agreement.

Prospective degree students will be provided complete information concerning the academic
preparation required for enrollment in and completion of the degree program. Representatives
from both institutions will have input into all decisions that directly impact the degree program.
It is agreed that UAFS will emphasize quality in all programs offered at ARNEC colleges and
will apply its own on-campus evaluation measures to evaluate UAFS courses, programs, and
graduates.



Courses in UAFS-ARNEC programs will be taught through onsite instruction or distance
technology by full-time or adjunct faculty appointed by UAFS. Such adjunct faculty may include
ARNEC college faculty, subject to ARNEC approval.

When appropriate, a representative from UAFS will work with ARNEC colleges to schedule
appropriate classroom space. ARNEC colleges will notify the UAFS representative of any
potential scheduling problems as soon as they arise and will work with UAFS representative to
resolve such issues.

Article IV

The UAFS academic program offered at ARNEC will be under the supervision of the Senior
Vice Chancellor/Provost and the appropriate Dean. Students must meet the degree requirements
prescribed in the appropriate UAFS Fort Smith Catalog (the number of upper-level division
transferable courses will vary by College and program). Students must adhere to the policies and
procedures specified in the UAFS Student Handbook, the Carolyn McKelvey Moore School of
Nursing Handbook, and the appropriate UAFS Catalog. The Senior Vice Chancellor/Provost and
the appropriate college Dean will review the degree program each year.

A representative of UAFS will be assigned to the UAFS programs at ARNEC colleges to
represent the institution at ARNEC colleges and to provide on-campus advising of students for
UAFS degree programs as needed.

Article V
Operation of Programs
A. Only students who have been officially admitted to UAFS may enroll in courses offered
by UAFS.
B. Students will be advised initially and throughout their degree program by a UAFS
advisor.
C Registration for courses will be processed through the Web-registration system or with an

on-site advisor. Students may pay tuition and fees by phone to the cashier with an
appropriate credit card or may pay on-site to a designated representative.

D. All student withdrawals and course additions will be processed through the UAFS Office
of the Registrar, and will adhere to UAFS policies. The Business Office will issue
refunds per policy.

E. Final class rolls, mid-term grades and final grades will be processed through the UAFS
Records Office.

F. The UAFS Registrar will issue official transcripts for all UAFS courses.

G. UAFS will be responsible for the preparation and submission of all ADHE Student
Information Systems files pertaining to the enrollment in the programs covered under this
agreement.

H. The Financial Aid Office at UAFS will serve as the initial contact for students seeking
financial assistance (Pell, Arkansas Challenge, FAFSA, etc.). Transfer students do have
the opportunity to compete for select transfer scholarships if qualified.



All books and course supplies will be available in and will be sold by the ARNEC college
bookstores.

Students enrolled in the degree programs described in this agreement will receive
ARNEC participating university identification cards and UAFS identification cards,
which grant them ARNEC participating university and UAFS library privileges. The
UAFS calendar will be followed for these programs.

UAFS and ARNEC colleges will work together to provide program information,
communication, and public relations activities. Both institutions recognize the need to
have appropriate news and publication offices of both campuses involved in the process.
UAFS and ARNEC colleges agree to have all publication specific to the UAFS programs
at ARNEC colleges approved by the other institution prior to printing.

ARNEC colleges will make building use guidelines available to UAFS students enrolled
in UAFS programs at ARNEC colleges.

Article V1
Financial Arrangements

The UAFS Business Office will manage all financial transactions related to the
Memorandum of Understanding.

Under this agreement, students enrolled in courses offered by UAFS will pay all fees set
forth by the UA System Board of Trustees. In addition, UAFS-ARNEC college students
will pay an ARNEC technology fee equivalent to the fee paid by the ARNEC students.
The UA System Board of Trustees may adjust general registration and other fees from
year to year, as it deems necessary.

UAFS will remit to ARNEC colleges per semester an amount equivalent to the
technology fee assessed for all ARNEC college students which allows access to the
library and computer resources on the ARNEC college campuses at the completion of the
semester.

UAFS, per terms of Article V (H), serving as the Financial Aid Office, will remit to
ARNEC colleges per semester, the pro rata share of Financial Aid dispersed for the
courses taken at ARNEC colleges as agreed upon by the Financial Aid office and
consortium agreement. This amount will be remitted at the completion of the semester in
which the student is cross-enrolled in UAFS and ARNEC participating university
courses.

Article VII

Every effort will be made by ARNEC colleges to provide office space for the UAFS
representative when on the ARNEC college campuses and for faculty teaching in UAFS-
ARNEC programs as needs dictate and resources allow.

Article VIII
Implementation or Termination



This Agreement will be in effect from the date of the signatures below. The degre
descrlbed in Exhlblt “A” MWMMU&W%M «eontinue until either
eems erminate this agreement,

Should either institution decide to terminate this Agreement, or any program conducted under
this Agreement, it shall notify the other of the decision to terminate this Agreement in writing.
This written notice shall be sent at least 60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the upcoming
semester so as to minimize any negative effects on students enrolled in the program. Any
termination will ensure that completion plans are implemented for students enrolled and on-track
in any program, ensuring that they will be able to complete the degree program then in effect.

Article IX
Official Signatures

We agree to the above conditions and indicate by our signatures our commitment to provide
quality academic program for students in the ARNEC Service Area.

T P WY

. Paul Beran Date Date
Chancellor Chancellor/President
University of Arkansas - Fort Smith Arkansas Rural Education Consortium




Exhibit A
RN-BSN Online Completion Program

This MOU recognizes the high level of interest indicated by ARNEC graduate in obtaining a
degree from UA Fort Smith. Students will complete the first two years (lower division
coursework) of the bachelor degree requirements at ARNEC Colleges by completing an
associate of applied science degree (ADN) degree. Completed ARNEC College courses will be
accepted by UA Fort Smith and applied to the RN-BSN Online Completion Program degree
requirements according the UA Fort Smith catalog. UA Fort Smith will also offer the courses for
ARNEC Colleges through distance education. UA Fort Smith courses completed at ARNEC
Colleges will count toward the UA Fort Smith residency requirements for conferral of the
degree. The transfer of general education courses required for the RN-BSN Online Completion
Program will be in accordance with the Arkansas Course Transfer System (ACTS) and UA Fort
Smith 68 hour transfer policy related to lower division coursework.
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