


HISTORY

Although mathematics is my passion, I have a love of 
and a strong appreciation for history.  I’ve been told 
that I have the heart of a historian, and this may be 
true.  The older I get, the more I think about people in 
the past and their contributions, both positive and 
negative.  We learn so much from the individuals who 
have travelled before us and left their imprint.  
Sometimes that imprint is a bit stronger than others and 
many lessons can be learned.  Studying and preserving 
what has happened is very important to me, especially 
during the historic times in which we live!

We often don’t realize the importance of events until 
they become distant memories. While nostalgia, by 
definition, brings us back to the past, it can serve as a 
subtle reminder to live fully in the present. Those 
memories we relive are so powerful because when we 
made them, we were fully experiencing those 
moments. The fact that they seem like they occurred 
yesterday is because we were fully attentive to every 
detail around us. For example, traveling on an unpaved 
gravel (rocky) road can bring me to tears. It’s very 
similar to attending church on Sundays and seeing 
elderly mothers wearing very stylist hats makes me 
miss my grandmother, dearly. In a moment’s notice, I 
can be transported back to any place in time with a 
familiar twinge in my heart, suddenly reliving 
memories that I thought I had forgotten. It suffices to 
say that I’m the most nostalgic person I know.

Speaking of history, 2023 was a historic year for 
ASU-Newport.  Your local university claimed success 
in the fields of grant management, which will provide 
for initiatives throughout our organization and beyond; 
enacted academic program developments for the 
benefit of all institutional shareholders; championed 
workforce education which impacts all segments 
throughout the state; reinvigorated student life on 
campus; and began several legacy projects that will 
influence this institution for generations to come.  It 
seems nearly impossible that in a short time, 
ASU-Newport could manage so many new initiatives 
successfully. Thanks to the hard work of so many 
amazing students and the dedication of our dynamic 
faculty and staff, we were able to do just that!



Given the rapidly changing higher education landscape, University communities must come 
together to shape a strategy that leverages its strengths and ensure its graduates are equipped with 
the 21st century skills required for today’s dynamic workforce, while simultaneously generating a 
refreshed identity for the University to remain relevant and competitive.  ASU-Newport is a very 
innovative and dynamic University.  2023 proved just that!  This was a year in which the 
institution championed several innovative initiatives. The pages of this Aviator Logbook bring to 
life many of these projects and recap the accomplishments that made 2023 a banner year for the 
institution.  The addition of intercollegiate athletics ushered this institution into a new era of 
student and community engagement, which will forever change the trajectory of the University.  
The emergence of concerted fundraising earmarked for a new 40,000 sq ft Health Science Center 
will leave one of the strongest imprints in institutional history.  Each of the aforementioned 
initiatives have a few things in common: perseverance, drive and determination.  

It is my great honor to serve this institution as its third Chancellor. Each day, the difference we 
make in the lives of students is observable, and as we look back upon the past year, it becomes 
apparent that ASU-Newport is destined toward an upward trajectory of success that will help to 
determine its future for many generations to come.  Along the way of this winding institutional 
journey, we have taken the opportunity to enjoy each other and the scenery.  I wouldn’t have it 
any other way!

Go Aviators!
JMM



There's a bit of historian in all of us. That portion of ourselves that yearns to look back and reminisce, 
celebrate accomplishments, and hopefully learn from the obstacles of everyday life. It's probably 
inevitable that amid the craziness of it all—the hustle and bustle of crossing tasks off lists, sending 
calendar invitations, and juggling meeting schedules—we sometimes need to pause and pay homage 
to the sheer quantity of amazing work that can be produced in a twelve-month period. There is a need 
to not only remember these events but celebrate them as well. 2023 has been a banner year for ASUN, 
not just for the sheer quality of innovative initiatives that the institution has undertaken, but for the 
legacy of impact they will exert for generations yet to come. 

As we gathered the material for this publication, we were again reminded of the groundbreaking 
efforts individuals have championed to support the mission, vision, and values of ASU-Newport. 
From outreach throughout our local campus communities, to the creation of a new era in aviator 
history—that of women’s and men’s athletics—to activities that celebrate students and encourage 
their academic success, this has been a stellar year. The expansion of these activities represents more 
than picture-taking opportunities; it symbolizes our commitment to holistic educational experiences 
and the development of well-rounded individuals. 2023 has been a year of significant achievement 
across the board for ASUN. From innovative thought processes, to creative solutions to dilemmas, to 
the beginning and implementation of legacy projects, every step represents a stride toward excellence 
and the destiny of our institution. 

ASU-Newport is committed to an upward trajectory of progress. We realize that simply containing 
the status quo will not ensure the survivability of an institution of higher education in the changing 
educational landscape of the 21st century. As an institution, we have wholeheartedly embraced 
real-world initiatives, with the wisdom and prudence to constantly question our actions to produce the 
most effective results for each of our shareholders. Along the way, we have enacted truly innovative 
and creative processes that have transformed not just the physical landscape of our campuses but will 
usher ASUN into new eras of growth. 

This Aviator Flight Log is not just a compilation of achievements; it represents dreams realized, 
challenges overcome, and milestones achieved. It's a narrative of an evolving institutional community 
that continually strives for excellence. As you 
flip through these pages, please celebrate the 
past, cherish the present, and look to the 
future with renewed optimism. We have 
enjoyed reminiscing along the way ourselves, 
and feel especially proud of what ASUN has 
accomplished and what we are destined to 
accomplish in the future! 

All the Best, 

Irina Reynolds, Jake Eddington
and Ike Wheeler

WELCOME

Although mathematics is my passion, I have a love of 
and a strong appreciation for history.  I’ve been told 
that I have the heart of a historian, and this may be 
true.  The older I get, the more I think about people in 
the past and their contributions, both positive and 
negative.  We learn so much from the individuals who 
have travelled before us and left their imprint.  
Sometimes that imprint is a bit stronger than others and 
many lessons can be learned.  Studying and preserving 
what has happened is very important to me, especially 
during the historic times in which we live!

We often don’t realize the importance of events until 
they become distant memories. While nostalgia, by 
definition, brings us back to the past, it can serve as a 
subtle reminder to live fully in the present. Those 
memories we relive are so powerful because when we 
made them, we were fully experiencing those 
moments. The fact that they seem like they occurred 
yesterday is because we were fully attentive to every 
detail around us. For example, traveling on an unpaved 
gravel (rocky) road can bring me to tears. It’s very 
similar to attending church on Sundays and seeing 
elderly mothers wearing very stylist hats makes me 
miss my grandmother, dearly. In a moment’s notice, I 
can be transported back to any place in time with a 
familiar twinge in my heart, suddenly reliving 
memories that I thought I had forgotten. It suffices to 
say that I’m the most nostalgic person I know.

Speaking of history, 2023 was a historic year for 
ASU-Newport.  Your local university claimed success 
in the fields of grant management, which will provide 
for initiatives throughout our organization and beyond; 
enacted academic program developments for the 
benefit of all institutional shareholders; championed 
workforce education which impacts all segments 
throughout the state; reinvigorated student life on 
campus; and began several legacy projects that will 
influence this institution for generations to come.  It 
seems nearly impossible that in a short time, 
ASU-Newport could manage so many new initiatives 
successfully. Thanks to the hard work of so many 
amazing students and the dedication of our dynamic 
faculty and staff, we were able to do just that!





January 

Kevin Pearce Named Sully 
Award Winner

ASUN’s Student Recruiter Kevin 
Pearce was named the 2022 Sully 
Award Winner for his work as an 
announcer for the Newport 
Greyhound football games! The 
Sully Award is presented annually 
to the top broadcast play call 
during high school and college 
games.

ASUN Faculty and Staff returned to campus  
for Spring Convocation! We welcomed new 
employees, received campus updates and 
participated in the Art of Positive 
Communication with Dr. Julien Mirivel!

Spring Convocation

Faculty & Staff

Dr. Julien Mirivel



Welcoming back our 
students, it was a joy to 
witness the eagerness with 
which they embraced new 
challenges and learning 
opportunities. Their 
journey, filled with 
discovery and growth, was 
only just beginning.

Welcome Back, 
Students!

Hosting High School Students

ASUN Hosted students from area high schools to show off our amazing 
programs!

In 2023, ASUN proudly 
joined the NJCAA, marking 
a new era of competitive 
excellence and athletic 
achievement for our 
students.



ASUN Faculty and Staff returned to campus  
for Spring Convocation! We welcomed new 
employees, received campus updates and 
participated in the Art of Positive 
Communication with Dr. Julien Mirivel!

February

Clifton Taulbert
Clifton Taulbert, a best-selling author, was the 
featured guest at ASUN's Black History Month 
Community Forum. Taulbert encouraged community 
members to "never underestimate the 
transformative power of your presence upon the 
lives of others" as he shared his journey to 
success. 

ASUN hosted the 14th annual 
Weldathon! More than $20,000 
in prizes and scholarships 
were awarded at the event. 
Congratulations to Riverside, 
Valley View, Paragould, NEACTC 
and ASUN Ignite for dominating 
this year's competition. 

Weldathon

ASUN DAILY NEWS



Lorem ipsum
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Arkansas State University-Newport 
(ASUN) is proud to announce the 
appointment of Kevin Pearce as the 
new Women's Softball Coach for the 
upcoming softball season. Pearce, 
a native of Newport, Ark., brings 
a wealth of experience to his new 
role, having worked for 
ASU-Newport for 12 years as a 
Career Coach, Student Recruiter 
and Community Engagement 
Coordinator.

Pearce Appointed Head Coach

February 2023

ASUN DAILY NEWSSports

Lyrick Stapleton was ASUN’s first Verbal Commit after announcing the ASUN Softball team.  Lyrick played for the Calico Pirates her sophomore through senior year where she received many achievements in the sport.   

First RecruitAg 
Tech

ASUN's Agriculture Technology 
students traveled to the Mid-
south Farm and Gin Show in Mem-
phis. These second-year students 
got to see and experience the 
latest in agriculture equipment 
while exploring the latest ad-
vancements in agriculture tech-
nology. 



March

Arkansas State University - Newport (ASUN) is excited to welcome a native of northeast Arkansas with a strong basketball legacy to its team of head coaches. Logan Nutt will begin work for ASU-Newport as the first head coach for the men's basketball team. Nutt is a seasoned professional with a wealth of experience at both the high school and college levels. ASUN is proud to welcome Coach Nutt to the Team!  

Nutt to Coach Aviator Hoops
March 2023

ASUN DAILY NEWS
Sports

Women’s Empowerment
ASUN wrapped up our Women's Empowerment 
Celebrations in honor of Women's History 
Month! The events included receptions on 
all three campuses, featuring inspiring 
speeches from Monecia West, Debbie Hardy 
and Lynette Hirsch.

Dana Rockwell

ASUN's own Dana 
Rockwell was selected 
as one of only 21 
representatives in the 
country to attend the 
final in-person 
Teaching Skills that 
Matter training in 
Washington, D.C.  

Energy Control
Technology Competition



Brad Phillips was named 
ASUN’s first Athletic Direc-
tor. Phillips has over 21 
years of experience which 
ranges from coaching at the 
high school and college 
levels, administration, and 
recruitment. He comes to ASUN 
from Crowley’s Ridge College 
where he served as the head 
Women’s Basketball Coach for 
three years.  

Y
ayC

arley!
Congratulations to Carley Clark! The 
first signee  for Aviator Athlete…EVER 

Congratuilations CJ!
ASUN Culinary Arts Student CJ Shelton was 
named a semifinalist for the Cooke 
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship.  

ASUN hosted the Science Olympiad. 
Students from schools across the 
region came together to compete 
and showcase their scientific 
skills. 

Science Olympiad



April

Arkansas State University-Newport soared into the world of college 
sports with the Aviator Athletics Premiere. Guests enjoyed dinner, 
mingled with coaches, and vied for prizes, all amidst the buzz of 
Special Guest Houston Nutt, former Razorback Head Football Coach, who 
delivered an inspiring speech. ASUN also unveiled the new Aviators 
Athletics logo and uniforms at the event. Raffle winners, including 
Riley Guziewicz with the grand prize, a John Deere XUV590M Gator, capped 
off the evening. The Premiere showcased community support and set the 
stage for ASUN's athletic journey. Let's go Aviators!

Athletics Premiere



Aviator Leadership
in Little Rock

Several ASUN Education 
students participated in the 
Educators Rising State 
Conference and competition 
after winning first place in 
the district competition in 
November. Students presented 
teaching materials and gave 
speeches on topics related to 
their futures as educators. 

Aviator Leadership had the pleasure 
of visiting the ASU System Office in 
Little Rock! During the visit, ASU 
System CFO Julie Bates discussed the 
changes to higher education in the 
most recent legislative session. 

ASUN education department had a blast traveling 
to Little Rock to attend an Educator's Signing 
Day hosted by the Arkansas Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education!

Adventures in 
Education



Arkansas State University-Newport soared into the world of college 
sports with the Aviator Athletics Premiere. Guests enjoyed dinner, 
mingled with coaches, and vied for prizes, all amidst the buzz of 
Special Guest Houston Nutt, former Razorback Head Football Coach, who 
delivered an inspiring speech. ASUN also unveiled the new Aviators 
Athletics logo and uniforms at the event. Raffle winners, including 
Riley Guziewicz with the grand prize, a John Deere XUV590M Gator, capped 
off the evening. The Premiere showcased community support and set the 
stage for ASUN's athletic journey. Let's go Aviators!

April

ASUN is incredibly proud to 
celebrate Kevin Jumper, our 
Director of Financial Services, 
for his heroism during the Wynne 
Tornado last week. Kevin's actions 
saved lives and helped his 
neighbors find refuge during one 
of the most devastating storms in 
recent memory. 

HometownHero!

ASUN Education stu-
dents worked with the 
Jonesboro Department 
of Parks and Tourism 
to clean the Rotary 
Centennial Playground 
as a service-learning 
project under the di-
rection of Associate 
Professor Stacy 
Mooneyhan. 

Park Clean-Up
Service Project



ASU-Newport hosted 33 
High School students 
at our annual 
Automotive Service and 
Computer Networking 
Technology 
competitions. Students 
from 9 area high 
schools competed for 
scholarship money and 
bragging rights. 

 Automotive Service  and Computer

 Networking Technology Competitions



May

Commencement

Nursing Pinning



We are so proud to be honored as 
the Best Vocational School in NEA! 
Thank you to everyone who voted 
for us! We love serving this 
amazing community. 

Arkansas State University-Newport paid tribute 
to Jeff Bookout, Vice Chancellor for Workforce 
and Economic Development, as he entered the 
next phase of his life – retirement. Jeff is 
what we at ASUN call “an original” – he has 
been with the college for twenty-five years, 
since its inception. Over the course of those 
years, Jeff has served in a variety of roles 
ranging from Instructor of Computer Networking 
Technology to Director of Business and Industry 
Outreach. For the past fourteen years, Jeff has 
served on the ASUN Executive Cabinet – 
transitioning from oversight of Strategic 
Initiatives to Workforce Development in 2021.  

Happy Retirement, Jeff!

Spring Living Library

Special Thanks to Lynette Hirsch, 
Jonesboro Business Association, and Annie 
Camp Junior High for allowing ASUN 
faculty and staff to participate in the 
Spring Living Library event 

Best of NEA



Cameron Robinson is the winner of the Chancellor's 
Safety Award! This award is given to employees who 
work to make the college safer for students and 
employees. Cameron is an Intake and Assessment 
Specialist for Adult Education and a great advocate 
for the safety of students and employees. 

Chef Lisa Godsey is the winner of this 
year's ASUN Transformation Award! This 
award is designated for faculty and staff 
who have positively transformed education 
through innovative programs and 
practices. 

Congratulations to Tracy Porter, 
the winner of ASUN's 2023 Ace 
Award! The Ace Award is 
designated for faculty and staff 
who have positively enhanced 
ASUN's employee culture through 
leadership, training, and 
demonstration of spirit. 

Shannon Riley has been named the NISOD 
Excellence Award winner for this year! 
The NISOD Excellence Awards were 
established in 1991 to provide NISOD 
member colleges with an opportunity to 
recognize individuals doing extraordinary 
work on their campuses. Congratulations, 
Shannon! 

May
The ASUN Awards!

Tracy Porter

Shannon Riley

Lisa Godsey

Cameron
Robinson



Tiffany
Wilson
ACC All-Star 

STUDENT

Mary
Houchin
ACC Outstanding 

STAFF

Latisha
Clark

ACC Outstanding 
FACULTY

Ashley
Caramez
ACC Outstanding 

ALUMNI

ACC Awards

Picnic

Elvis!!!

In May, the ASUN community gathered for 
the annual Faculty Staff Picnic, a 
highlight of our year. This event isn't 
just about enjoying the delicious food; 
it's a time to recognize and celebrate 
the outstanding achievements of our 
faculty and staff through the 
presentation of well-deserved awards.

Happy Retirement,
Joyce Cook



Special Thanks to Lynette Hirsch, 
Jonesboro Business Association, and Annie 
Camp Junior High for allowing ASUN 
faculty and staff to participate in the 
Spring Living Library event 

SUMMER
CEREMONIES

June

Aviator Leadership 
Academy Graduation

Nursing Capping and 
Pinning

Summer
Commencement



At the TEK STARZ camp, the 
future of manufacturing 
became an adventure for 
6th-10th graders at 
ASUN-Newport. These young 
minds engaged with cut-
ting-edge tech, laying the 
groundwork for tomorrow’s 
industry leaders. 

CAMPP

Tek Starz

HVLT Orientation

The CAMPP Summer Camp at 
ASUN-Jonesboro was a hit, 
turning 9th and 10th 
graders into budding 
manufacturing experts 
with 3D printers, CAD/CAM 
skills, and hands-on 
machining. Future 
innovators in the making!   

The High Voltage Lineman Technology Orientation marked a 
historic moment for ASUN, welcoming its largest cohort ever, 
embodying diversity, enthusiasm, and the promise of an 
impactful year.



July

ASUN proudly hosted the Jackson 
County Community Theatre's 
enchanting production of "Wizard 
of Oz" at the Center for the 
Arts, bringing magic and 
community spirit to our campus.

The Wizard
of Oz

ASUN

Aviator Exploration Camp at ASUN 
was a hit, offering campers 
activities like VR career 
exploration, rocket launches, and 
CSI investigations. This hands-on 
camp inspired future leaders with 
innovative learning and fun, making 
it a memorable summer adventure.



ASUN faculty and staff had a BLAST 
hosting students from the IMAD 
summer camp on the Newport campus! 
Students got to explore different 
programs such as HVLT, nursing and 
agriculture, and they got to 
experience career exploration 
through the use of VR! We loved 
having these students on our 
campus!

IMAD

Dr. Allen Mooneyhan, our 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Enrollment Management, 
has now also become the 
Athletic Director for 
Aviator Athletics at 
ASU-Newport. Taking on this 
dual role, he's set to 
boost our athletic 
programs, making sure our 
student-athletes excel 
both on the field and in 
the classroom. With Dr. 
Mooneyhan at the helm, 
we're looking forward to 
seeing our teams reach new 
successes. It's an exciting 
time for Aviator Athletics, 
and we can't wait to see 
where his leadership takes 
us.

Mooneyhan Named Aviator AD
July 2023

ASUN DAILY NEWS
Sports



August

2 0 2 3

The Aviator Expo on August 
26 was a home run for 
ASUN, kicking off our 
first-ever sports teams! 
The community came 
together for an evening of 
festivity, featuring our 
athletes, live music, and 
delightful eats. It was a 
night of free-spirited 
fun, making memories with 
the Aviator family.



ASUN's New Student Orientations 
set the stage for academic adven-
ture, guiding fresh faces through 
campus life and resources. It was 
a lively and informative launch 
into the Aviator experience! 

NEW

WEEK

WELCOME

Welcome Week at ASUN was all about the 
Aviator spirit, with each campus buzzing 
as we served up lunch and smiles. It was 
the perfect way to start the new year!

STUDENT

ORIENTATION



September

Constitution Day was a vibrant affair, 
featuring Newport High School's ROTC, a 
poignant reading by Chief Johnathan Tubbs, 
insightful remarks by Lt. Kyle Whisenhunt, 
and themed cupcakes, celebrating our 
nation's founding principles.

Celebrating Surgical Technology Week, 
ASU-Newport honored its dedicated Surg 
Tech students and faculty. The week was 
filled with educational workshops, 
inspiring guest speakers, and recognition 
of the critical role surgical 
technologists play in healthcare.

Surg Tech Week

Constitution Day

ASU-Newport proudly celebrated the 
graduation of our third WAGE class at 
McPherson, a testament to our commit-
ment to transformative education within 
the prison system. Special recognition 
was given to Angelia Engeron and Ambra 
Evans, who were awarded Welding Funda-
mental Certificates, highlighting the 
program's role in fostering new begin-
nings and vocational skills.

WAGE Graduation



Adult Education's statewide Open House 
showcased ASU-Newport's commitment to 
lifelong learning across Jonesboro, 
Trumann, and Marked Tree. The event 
highlighted our diverse programs and the 
community's enthusiasm for educational 
advancement.

Adult Education
Open House

New Aviator 
Leadership Class

Trashiest Team
Clean Up Contest!

ASU-Newport welcomed its 2023 Leadership 
Class, a diverse group of visionaries 
poised to steer our institution towards 
innovative horizons. 

The participation of Aviator Softball, 
Aviator Basketball, High Voltage Lineman, 
and the ASUN Advising Team in Newport's 
Trashiest Team Clean Up Contest showcases 
our community spirit and dedication to 
environmental stewardship.



September

ASUN's first-ever softball game marked a 
historic milestone in our athletic 
program. The spirited match showcased our 
team's talent, determination, and 
sportsmanship, setting a high bar for 
future competitions and embodying Aviator 
pride.



NextEra Energy's generous $10,000 donation to 
the Sydney Sutherland Endowed Scholarship 
Fund underscores their commitment to educa-
tion and sustainable energy, aiding nursing 
students in pursuing their dreams at ASU-New-
port.

 The Sydney Sutherland 5K, a testament to 
community and perseverance, brought 
together participants from all walks of 
life to support a cause close to our 
hearts, embodying the spirit of unity and 
resilience.

Elementary

School Visit

Sydney

Sutherland

Finish Sydney’s Run 5K
NextEra Donation

Celebrating

Assistant Professor Irina Reynolds visited  
Newport Elementary School, reading to pre-k 
students, exemplifying ASU-Newport's 
commitment to community engagement and the 
importance of early childhood education.



October

October 17th, the Marked Tree Chamber of 
Commerce honored ASUN’s own Geraldine Over-
bey with a Shining Light Award in reference 
to her positive outlook and contributions 
throughout her five decade career with 
ASU-Newport, Marked Tree Campus.  Geraldine 
represents a truly helpful individual with 
an infectious spirit and a strong commit-
ment to service.

Honoring 
Geraldine Overbey

Excitement was in the air for the first meeting of 
the year for the Student Government Association  

We're thrilled to introduce our incredible SGA team 
for 2023-24, who are already shaping the future of 
ASUN: 

President: Lana Gonzalez (Jonesboro) 
Vice-President: Mary Winemiller-Sanders (Newport) 
Treasurer: Jonathan Lindley (Jonesboro) 
Secretary: Carley Clark (Newport)

Happy Retirement
to Connie Cooper!
Thank you to Connie Cooper for 
20 amazing years of service!



Judy Coggin
5O Years of Nursing

Breast Cancer
Awareness

Intro to Education

Service Project

ASUN’s Introduction to Education students 
and Professor Stacy Mooneyhan participated 
in a service learning project in partner-
ship with the Jonesboro Sanitation Depart-
ment. The service-learning project consist-
ed of two phases in an effort to rid the 
rubble of any plastic. 

ASU - Newport community showed their sup-
port for Breast Cancer Awareness Month by 
wearing PINK! Faculty, staff, and students 
came together to raise awareness. 

Judy Coggin celebrated a remarkable mile-
stone in the world of healthcare - in Octo-
ber she was recognized for 50 incredible 
years of service in healthcare. 



October

Students from Brookland, Jonesboro, NEACTC, 
Trumann, Marked Tree, and Harrisburg High 
Schools participated in Manufacturing Day 
events hosted by ASUN and the Jonesboro 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Post Consumer 
Brands, Hytrol, ASUN, & A-State presented 
students with information on manufacturing 
career opportunities and educational path-
ways.  Following the presentations, stu-
dents were given the opportunity to tour 
ABB, FMH, Nice-Pak, Hytrol & Unilever. 

Aviator Softball team took a time out for 
community service this week! The team vis-
ited students in the Newport Elementary 
Pre-K program where they enjoyed time with 
the students, signed autographs and colored 
special aviator coloring sheets with them 

Softball Community
Outreach



Team Up 
Against
Drugs

Proud
Hound
Scholarship
Fund

Bates Makes
History!

October 11th will go down in 
the history books! Our very 
own Kamryn Bates achieved 
“hitting for the cycle” in a 
double header against ASU 
Mountain Home. Congratula-
tions on accomplishing this 
rare feat. 

Congrats
Zoei 

James!
Dean Joe Campbell was overjoyed to 
present Honors College student Zoei 
James with her acceptance letter into 
the ASUN Nursing program. Zoei is one 
of our first honors college students 
and already making ASUN proud!

Faculty and staff at ASUN encouraged stu-
dents to “Team Up Against Drugs” for red 
ribbon week by wearing a shirt from their 
favorite team. 

The Proud Hound Scholarship Fund is on a 
mission to break down financial barriers 
for Newport High School students, making 
college courses in high school accessible 
to all. 



ASU-Newport's Fall Festival 
on the Newport campus daz-
zled with games, face 
painting, bounce houses, 
and endless family fun. The 
Fall Festival is always a 
community favorite

We celebrated our student fall festivals in 
October! Students, faculty and staff on the 
Marked Tree, Jonesboro and Newport  campus 
participated in all kinds of fun fall ac-
tivities. 

FALL FESTIVALS

October



HAPPYHALLOWEEN!!!

In October, ASUN was exuberant to receive a 
$350,000 grant from the National Science 
Foundation, enhancing the mission to widen 
advanced manufacturing career paths for 
Northeast Arkansans and elevate regional 
prosperity through the CAMPP Initiative.



November

BePRO BE Proud came to ASUN campuses. We 
Hosted high school students from Brookland, 
Harrisburg, Newport, Tuckerman, and Brad-
ford to see the programs on campus and tour 
the STEM careers in the BePRO BE Proud 
Truck.  

In celebration the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society inducted new students this 
semester.  

Phi Theta Kappa Induction Ceremony



ASUN students dive into the art of making 
Friendship and Thanksgiving bracelets with 
these Pre-K students at Newport Elementary 
today, a meaningful journey in civic re-
sponsibility and life skills. 

Stephanie Wilson, Assis-
tant Professor of Mathe-
matics is the recipient of 
the 2023 Arkansas Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics 
Excellence in Two-Year 
College Mathematics Teach-
ing Award.

Regional
FFA
Competition

Congratulations 
Stephanie Wilson!

Aviator Outreach

ASUN Agriculture program hosted the fall 
FFA regional competitions at Newport. More 
than 50 students from around the region 
competed in seven events spanning from par-
liamentary procedure to job interview 
skills. 



November

C

ASU-Newport's inaugural 
Men’s Basketball season 
opened with a triumphant 
first home game against 
Shorter College, where 
fans witnessed a thrill-
ing 87-67 victory, show-
casing remarkable skill 
and teamwork.



ASUN Basketball team and cheerleaders 
toured Newport Elementary giving each NES 
student a chance to get an item signed and 
say HI.  

Library Continuing
Education Class

Aviators Visit Elementary

Festive spirit with ASUN 
Continuing Education as Va-
nessa Falwell Skelton from 
Palomino Petals conducted a 
holiday wreath making class. 

Industiral Maintenance
Apprenticeships

ASUN launches a Registered Appren-
ticeship for Industrial Maintenance 
Technicians, partnering with Post 
Consumer Brands and OSD, offering 
paid, on-the-job learning and college 
credits, leading to recognized cre-
dentials—a promising path for aspir-
ing technicians.



December

ASUN Marked Tree Surgical Technology pro-
gram played BINGO with the residents at 
Three Rivers Nursing Home in Marked Tree as 
their community service project!

ASUN participated in the 
Jonesboro, Newport and 
Marked Tree Christmas 
Parades as ACE took flight 
to a new level.

On December 5, Dr. and Mrs. Moore hosted 
this year’s ASUN holiday party at the beau-
tiful Purdy House. Faculty, staff and mem-
bers of the community enjoyed food and fun 
while getting in the holiday spirit! 

ASUN is in the holiday 
spirit! Everyone was 
encouraged to wear 
their favorite holiday 
sweater, and many 
showed off their amaz-
ing door decorations. 

Surg Tech Service Project

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS



FALL CEREMONIES

NURSING PINNING

COMMENCEMENT



The Future

• 40,000 square feet-2 floors
• 5 Clinical Laboratories
• Surgical Simulation Center 
• Nursing Simulation/Skills Lab 
• Student Study Lounge
• Medium and Large Classrooms
• Testing Rooms
• Faculty Offices
• Conference Rooms
• Great Hall Conference Area

ASUN boosts the regional economy significantly, 
generating a $48.3 million impact, supporting 
833 jobs. For each investment dollar, the 
benefits are $9.20 for students, $2.60 for 
taxpayers, and $10.90 for society.

Legacy is powerful. It's about contributing to 
something greater, and creating enduring 
impacts. Arkansas State University-Newport 
(ASUN) embraces this, especially regarding 
Arkansas's evolving healthcare needs. This is 
being addressed with the new Center for Health 
Sciences, a beacon for empowering the future 
through health investment.

The Center for Health Sciences tackles health-
care professional shortages, accessibility, and 
regional training voids in Northeast Arkansas, 
enhancing health and employment outcomes. ASUN 
aims to serve over 500 students annually 
post-construction.

ThE NEED

PROJECT DETAILS

ECONOMIC IMPACT



Contributions of all sizes fuel this 
monumental project. Every donation 
strengthens community commitment, 
spurring hope and opportunity across 
the Arkansas Delta. Support comes with 
various recognition levels, and 
pledges may be spread over five years.

For additional information about this 
significant endeavor please contact Ike Wheeler, 
Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement, 
7648 Victory Blvd., Newport, Arkansas, 
ike_wheeler@asun.edu or call 870-512-7865.  

• Friend............
• Benefactor........
• Advocate..........
• Guardian..........
• Healer’s Circle...

$500-$999
$1,000-$4,999
$5,000–$9,999
$10,000-$24,999             
$25,000+

YOUR GIFT.

THEIR SUCCESS.

GIVING LEVELS




